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their merits within our present limits, though in a future number we 
should be glad to recall the attention of a new generation of readers to 
works that have had in our pages, in former years, their due meed of 
approving criticism. Quodlibet is a political satire, which first ap- 
peared in 1840, and can be best appreciated by those who bear the 
questions then at issue in distinct remembrance ; but in its main fea- 
tures it remains no less applicable after the lapse of twenty years, dur- 
ing which party spirit has lost nothing of its vehemence, recklessness, 
and rancor. Few men have lived in our country who are more wor- 
thy to be commemorated than "William Wirt, or whose personal and 
private character presents more numerous features and aspects of com- 
manding interest ; and certainly no one of our historical personages 
has been more fortunate in his biographer. The edition before us has 
all the merits of form and execution, of which the name of the pub- 
lishers is a sufficient guaranty. 



20. — Archceologia Americana. Transactions and Collections of the 
American Antiquarian Society. Volume IV. Boston. 1860. 8vo. 
pp. 355. 

We need only to specify the contents of this volume to indicate its 
value as a series of contributions to American History. "We have, 
first, a series of original documents, illustrative of the History of Ra- 
leigh's first American Colony and of the Colony at Jamestown, edited 
by Rev. Edward E. Hale. This is followed by " A Discourse of Vir- 
ginia," by Edward Maria Wingfield, the first President of the Colony, 
edited by Mr. Charles Deane. Then we have a reprint of Josselyn's 
" New England's Rarities Discovered," with notes by Professor Tuck- 
erman of Amherst College, and with an Introduction in which the edi- 
tor incorporates with a brief memoir of the author a succinct sketch of 
the early botanists of America. Last, and most curious of all, is a nar- 
rative, now first printed, under the editorship of Mr. Samuel F. Haven, 
of a Voyage to Spitzbergen in 1613, in which the process of taking, 
cutting up, and trying out the whale is minutely described, with rude 
pictorial illustrations. An Appendix contains a Life of Sir Ralph 
Lane, the Governor of Raleigh's first Colony, by Mr. Hale, and a 
biographical notice of Samuel Jennison, late Treasurer of the Society, 
by its President, Hon. Stephen Salisbury. Of the amount of labor 
employed in the preparation of this volume none but a practised anti- 
quary can form an adequate estimate. Its contents are all intensely 
interesting, inasmuch as they enable us to see with the eyes, and to en- 
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ter into the thoughts, of those to whom this Western world was unfold- 
ing fresh marvels and mysteries day by day, exciting ever-new amaze- 
ment, and tasking the capacities of language in describing experiences 
stranger than the dreams of an earlier generation. 



21. — History and Analysis of the Constitution of the United States, 
with a full Account of the Confederations which preceded it ; of the 
Debates and Acts of the Convention which formed it ; of the Judi- 
cial Decisions which have construed it ; with Papers and Tables illus- 
trative of the Action of the Government and People under it. By 
Nathan eel C. Towle, Counsellor at Law, Washington, D. C. 
Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1860. 12mo. pp.444. 

In his admirably worded title-page Mr. Towle gives us the measure 
by which to test his work, which contains in the simplest form, in an 
arrangement well adapted for reference, and with a full index, precisely 
what the author promises. In the body of the work the Constitution 
is divided into clauses, and under each clause are given whatever of 
antecedent history belonged to it, an abridged history of the alterna- 
tives or substitutes for it proposed in Convention, and a list of the judi- 
cial decisions by which its construction has been determined or modi- 
fied. This analysis is followed by a compilation of such documents 
and historical notices as were requisite to complete the author's plan. 
The book has the precision of a strictly legal work. It is not a popu- 
lar treatise, but a book designed for permanent reference and use ; 
Heaven grant that it continue to be of current use, and not the memo- 
rial of a Union shipwrecked and shattered ! The author deserves the 
thanks of the American public for the thorough execution of his self- 
imposed task, as felicitous in its design as it is successful in its per- 
formance. 

22. — General Problems from the Orthographic Projections of Descrip- 
tive Geometry ; with their Applications to Oblique — including Iso- 
metrical — Projections, Graphical Constructions in Spherical Trigo- 
nometry, Topographical Projection {"■One Plane Descriptive"), and 
Graphic Transformations. By S. Edward Warren, C. E., Pro- 
fessor of Descriptive Geometry and Geometrical Drawing in the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N. Y. New York: John 
Wiley. 1860. 8vo. pp. 412. Plates 35. 

This work can hardly be analyzed in detail in a literary journal, 
and, if it could be, we might distrust our own competency to the task. 



